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ANNUAL MEETING 


Sojourner Truth Branch 
of the 
Young Women's Christian Association 
Newark, New Jersey 


Wednesday - 6:30 Pe Ma Sayre Hall 
January 17, 1940 53 Washington Street 


Mrs. Beatrice Slaten, Chairnan, Annual liceting Committee 
Mrs. Una Janifer, Chairman, Comaittee of Managenent 


THE SWING IS TO SOJOURNER TRUTH” 


FOREWORD 


Sojourner Truth! What a glorious neme for our purpose! What 
visions it should bring before us, what ideals to attain - patience, 
persistence, loyalty, courage, action, service} 

Do you not see Sojourner Truth a lonely, shabby, figure at the 
Second National Woman's Suffrase Convention in 1852, making her way 
to the platform, saying to the opponents of the Suffrage Movenent, 
"if the first woman God made was strong enough to turn the world 
upside down, all alone, these together ought to be able to turn it 
back again and now they is askin' to do it, the men better let' en". 
Loyalty, to womankind! Courage! Action! 

Again, see Sojourner Truth in hospitals and contraband carps 
during the Civil War, afterwards see her instructing women in do- 
mestic duties and teaching cleanliness. 

With such a person as an inspiration and with a firm belief 
in the purpose of the Y. W. C. A. eightcon loyal women are respon- 
sible for the Management of the Branch. Their election is demo- 
cratic and represents the choice of persons cormmiitted to the pur- 
pose of the Y. W. C. A. and desiring to express their choice by 
using the ballot. This Comittee represcnting (as noarly as pos- 
sible) a cross section of the women of Newark works through eight 
comiittces totaling sonco 191 girls and women. The Committee of 
Menagencnt itself and sozctinmes spceciel committecs take. care of 
special cvcnts. 

Neither must we underestinate the valuc of secrctarics who un- 
complainingly put in long, uncounted hours tū complete a given 
piece of work. 

Our thanks go to those who assist our secretaries in any way 
keeping the building open and those who help to keep the buildig 


in shining ordcr. 
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For nany. ycers we have been conscious of making progross along 
many lines, but this past year has been a real monstration of 
that fellowship which wo rightly look for in the Y. W. ©. A. Our 
building at 20 Jones Street represcnts many hours of planning end 
exccuting by the women of Contral Association and Sojourner Truth 
Brench both sepertcly and together. 

As wo look into the futurc wo sce an ever widening horizon, 
an over expanding work to be donc.. The great need is for more 
girls and women. 

“Swing to Sojourner Truth" 
Respectfully submitted, 


Mrs, Una M., Jenifer 
Chairman Comiittee of Menagenent 


PROGRAM 4 


Mrs. Una Jenifer, presiding 


INVOCATION 


DINNZR 
GROUP SINGING 


MINUTES OF 1939 ANNUAL MoSTING ------ Miss Mollic Faison, Secretary 
Corriittec of Menegeorent 


WITH ONE ACCORD - Ccntrel Aassociation------ Mrs, Edward %, Rhodos, 
President of Board 
Trustces 


Miss Elisabeth Rogers, 
Gencral Secretary 


SOLO er nnn nn nnn ne rrr rrr e----- Evelyn Green, Girl Reserve 


"DEMOCRACY = 1940" ne smegee pre erer Rev. Nornen Fletcher, Past 
Unity Church, Montcleir, N.d. 


FINANCE REPORT 


SPECIAL FURNITURES FUND — ee n= Mrs. Florence Brown, 
Finence Cheairuian 


THE MEMBERSHIP SNROLLUSNT 


Jenuary 17, 1940 - Merch 1, 1940 -------- Mrs, Lenora Willette, 
Menbership Chairman 


Forward Swing --9----------- wee eee n nnn fiss Mery Elizabeth Wood-, 
Executive Secretary 


A=EPORT OF ELECTION once E CC Mrs. Anna Monroe, Chairman 
Noninating Cormmittce 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Progran Continued 
` = f d 
IN THE SWING 


(Presentcd by Sojourner Truth's Swing Band) 


The Song Dedicated To_ 
"What's Now" ee ener errr rrr Now Sojourner Truth Branch 
"Are You Havin’! Any Fun"? EE Gyn and Swin 
"Day In = Day Out" eege cnnense= E Ys We C. Ae secretaries 
“Sten tre Wonderful eenegen E corer ern Older Girls Clubs 
"Bluc Orchids" e seer errr rr ran Cormitteec of Manageriont 
"Little Man Who Wasn't There® e Ee EE EE Out-of-School Girls 
"Scatter Brain" e n-ne eer re rn Girl Reserves 
"Roithful Forever" EE EE Co-Eds 
"Chatterbox" am EE EE EE Carp 


"Over the Rainbow" e "The Swing t Sojourner Truth" 


SWINGIN’HIGH ` 6 


1939 Committee of Menagenent 


NAME TERM ESPONSIBILITY 
Miss Pansy Borders 1939 = 1942 CAMP 
Mrs. Florence Brown 
(Filling unexpired term) 1939 - 1940 FINANCE 
Mrs. Willie Crawford 1937 = 1940 FINANCE 
Mrs. Ruth Chanbers 1937 - 1940 MOTHERS * SLUB 
Miss Mollie Faison 1939 - 1942 RECORDING SECRETARY 
Mrs. Grece Fenderson 1938 — 1941 EDUCATION 
Mrs. Elizabeth Houston 1938 - 1941 EDUCATION 
Mrs. Una Janifer 1938 - 1941 CHAIRMAN 
Mrs. Anna Monroe 1937 - 1940 INDUSTRIAL & NOMINATING 
Mrs. Estelle Morris 1939 - 1942 HOUSE 
Miss Helen Notis 1939 =- 1942 PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Mrs. Mae Olphin 1937 =- 1940 PIRSONNEL 
Mrs. Bertha Randolph 1938 - 1941 INDUSTRIAL 
Mrs. Mary Robinson 1939 =- 1942 HOUSE 
Mrs. Beatrice Slaten 1939 - 1942 MEMBERSHIP 
Mrs. Ruth Snith 1937 - 1940 GIRL RESERVE 
Miss Rosalic Sowell 1939 - 1940 PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Miss Edythe Wilcy 1939 - 1941 CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Mrs. Lenora Willette 1937 = 1940 MiMBIRSHIP 


NAMES APPEARING ON 1940 BALLOT: 


For Committee of Managenent 
For 3 year term (8 to be elected) 


Mrs. Pearl Bell 

Mrs. Ruth Charnbers 

Mrs. Mildred Davis 
Miss Elizabeth Grahan 
Mrs. Anne Monroe 
Miss Mee Mulford 

Mrs. Mac Olphin 

Mrs. Carrie Powell 

Mrs. Lenora Willette 
Mrs. Wilhemina Williams 


For Nominating Cormittec 


Fron Committee of Managercnt 
(3 to be elected) 


From Electoral Membership 
(2 to be elected) 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Florence Brown 
Tholme Robinson 
Bessie Wolfe 


Mrs. Elizabeth Houston 
Mrs. Anna Monroe 

Miss Helen Notis 

Mrs. Beetrice Slaten 


Subnitted by: 
1939 Noninating Cormittee 


Mrs. Anna Monroc, Chairman 
Mrs. Pearl Bell 

irs. Grace Fendcerson 

irs. Ruth Snith 

Mrs. Helen Washington 


SWINGIN LOW 


The Staff 


Mary Zliznbeth Wood, Exccutive Seerctary 
Landonie B. Mafrow, Girl Reserve Secretary 
Gertrude 4. Bailey, Clerical Worker 


Robert Jones, Custodian 


National Youth Adninistration Assistants 


Doris Lewis - Alma Ray - Cecelia Sloan 


(Student Aid) 


Geneve Brito - Louise Holnes - Pearl Laws 


x * * ae x 


ANNUAL (EIN COLITTEE 


Beatrice Slaten, Chairnan 


Ruth Chinn Evelyn Boyden 
Ruth McNeil Pansy Borders 
Roy Phillips Mary Brown 
Gussie Morgan Betty White 
Luzera Bryant Vivian Charles 
Helen Notis Landonia Marrow 
Sally Carroll Thelna Robinson 
Alma Williams Margaret Johnson 


Hary E. Wood 


THE UPWARD SWING 


Financo 


1939 Receipts ---------------------- eegal weree EE $ 1,071.95 


1939 Expenditures «<ocesosseecoononescetenceuennne 7,054.59 


Received fron Newark Corriunity Chest through Central | 
Acsociation ene enn een ewan nn meres seen n renee een $ 5,914.01 


Special Furniture Fund 


Contribution se E EE A 684.59 
Beoepd Appropriation ee 441,00 
Seengen EE TEE 1,093.01 
Balance January l, 1940 ----e-se<-- Hn errr $ 32.58 
* * * * * 
Moribership 
Total Moribership 1939 seet EE 305 
BL OCCOLS me em 154 
Associates semen enn rn Leg 97 
Juniors ma rem 54 
* * * * * 
Group Enrollicnt Attendance 
Committces & Progran 
Assistents 191 XXX 
Clubs ; : 
Adult 135 3,598 
Girl Reserve 327 3,408 
Carip 62 XXX 
Classes 
Gyn and Swin 101 ) 
Tep Dancing 97 ) 2,174 
Sewing 5) 
Special Y. W. C. A. Events XXX 4,866 


Total 908 13 ,846 


GET IN THe SWING 9 
Of Special Events 


January Branch 
17 - Annual Mozting end Dinner 
17 Membership Enrollment begins 
25 - Newfomers Party (Girls 16 =- 21 years) 
Sponsored by Industrial Comnittoe 
26 - Girl Reserve Hi Y Discussion Night 


29 - Y. W. C.e A. Annual Moeting & Dinner (Sayre Hall) 
February 

l - Silver Shower sponsored by House Committee 

7 - Y, W. C. A. Luncheon at Branch 


Dr. Otto Klineberg, Columbia University, Guest Speaker 


7 - 1940 Round Up of Class of '57 
Sponsored by Public Affairs Committec 
9 - Twontieth Contury Girl Reserve Club Hop 
9 - Industrial Girls Mid Winter Conferencco, Mt. Vernon, N.e Ye 


13 - Industrial Comnittce Dinner Meeting 
Miss Clera Krantor, principal, Girls Vocationel School, 
Gucst Speaker 


Merch 
1 - Membership Enrollment Closes 
2-3 =- Girl Reserve Mid Winter Conference, Summit, Now Jerscy 
15 - "Rosalic Runs Riot" 


Girl Reserve Committee Musical Comedy (Benefit Camp Fund) 
17 - Palm Sunday Breakfest 
Sponsored by Finance Committee 


29 - Health Education Spring Term begins 

29 - Fmanon Club Dence 
April 

12 - Girl Reserve Spring Party 

10-16 - Y. W. C. A. Nationel Biennial Convention, Atlantic City, N.d. 

19 - Girl Reserve Health Progren 

21 - Reports from Netional Convention 
Mey 

16 - Girl Reserve Mothers' Day Obsorvence 
June 

19 - Older Girls Pron 

19 - Swiming Classes - Sumer Session 

21 - Girl Reserve Prom 


Girl Reserve Sumner Conference 
Industrial Girls’! Sumner Conference 


July & August - Camp Ironsides 
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_ To sound like a person in pain. 


ae ll 


Ra sh oe) g f 
We ALSO SING 10 
Ruth McNeil, Leader 


Gussie Morgan, Accompanist 


I. 

I wish I could sing when Tra happy 

I try but ny efforts erce vein 

It's queer when I'n fceling so 
blissful 


II. 

Father Tine is a crafty nan 
And hèts set in his ways 
And wo know that wo nevor can 
Make him bring back past days 
So good fricnds while wo are here 
Let's be frionds firn and truo 
Lot's have a gey tine, a happy pla 

tine, 
For we ell bve to lay with you. 


IIL. 
1-9+4=9 at Nowark! 
o other yorer tho s 
Iveryone a comrede true 
Whatover school, or name, or fane 


1-9-4-0 2t Nowark's tyt 
Sunset and ovoning glow 

But it's the inspiration most 
That makes us love it sos 


Iv. 


Ciribiribin, the moon drops low and 


With hor glow lichts up the scone 


Ciribiribin, the moon shines brichy 


and, 
With her licht nekes ell serene 
Ciribirbin, cach twinkling ster 
Bos fron afar its silv'ry bean, 
Neture joins to bloss, 
Joins to wish success 
Joy and happiness to love's young 
dronn. 


Ve 
Picture a spot of beauty rare 
Picture a sky so bluc and feir 
Paint it with rainbow huc so 
bricht: E 

Then tone it down with shedes of 

night 
Franc it with inspiration truc 


Then let it thrill the heart of yo 


A picture of Girl Reserve will be 
4 challonce to you and to me. 


Zveyln Green, Soleist 
Mrs. Bortha Randolph, 
Accompanist 
VI. 
The keeper would a-hunting go 
And under his coat he carried a 
E bow 
All for to shoot at e merry little 
doe 

Anong the leaves so grocn-o. 
Chorus: Jackie boy! Master 
Sing you well! Very well 
Hey down! Ho down! 
Derry derry down 
Anong the leves so grcen-o 
To ny hey down, down 
To my ho, down, down 
Hey down, ho down, 
Derry, derry dow 
Anong the leaves so grecn-o0 


The first doo he shet at he nissed 
The second doc he trimied he kissed 
The third doc wont whore nobody wist 
Anong the lonves so green-o. 


The fourth doe she did cross the 
pistin; 

The kecper fetched her back gesin, 

Whore she is now she may romain 

Anong the leaves so gcrecn-o. 


The fifth doe she did cross tho 


brook 

The kespor fetched hor back with 
his crook 

Where she is now you nust Co and 
lock 


Anong the leaves so creen-o. 


VII. ` 
To the knichts in the days of old 
Keeping watch on the mountain height 
Cane a vision of Holy Greil 
And e voice through the waiting 
nicht 
Follow, follcw, follow the Glean 
Bannors unfurled, o'tcr sll the 
world 
Follow, follow, follow the glean 
Of tho chalice thet is the Grail. 
4nd we who would serve the King 
ånd loyslly hin obey 
In the conscerete silence know 
That the challonre still hds toda 
Follow, follow, follow the clean 
Standards of worth, o'cr ell the 
certh 


THE FORWARD SWING i 


As life begins in '40 we are thrilled to announce that the 
Sojourner Truth Branch is out of the "oxygen tent". Givon a living 
wage (budget) thet will assure sound leadership, wholesome dict end 
room for growth we ere convinced thet this decade will be the Fruit- 
ful {not Fateful) Fortics. 

"Just a tumble down sheck by an old reilroed track'tis beeutiful 
in song but 99% tragedy in reality. 

Paraphresing the statement made by Booker T. Washington thirty 
(30) years ago I would sey it is "too greet e compliment to attri- 
bute to the Negro child the stanina thet will keep him from becom - 
ing a victin of disease, crine and delinquency in this complex age, 
when preventatives or substitutes arc almost nihil". 

A tumble down Y. W. C. 4. defeats its own purpose = so we point 
with pride to our own little slum clearence project as cur No, L 
echicvenent of the yeer., All other accomplishricnts are related to 
it. 

In ell surveys and reports made of Newark'ts Negro population 
crinc, delinquency and discese run raipant while low wages, unomploy- 
nent and poor housing boost the percentages periodically. As we 
Sing "Americe" wo pray for the day when our intlicneble rights of 
life, liberty end the pursuit of happincss will be fully ours, 

Hed we directed all our attention to acquiring a more adequate 
location we would have achieved a matorial goal without strengthen: e 
ing program crphases (a spiritual goal, if you like.) | 

The recommendation on progren and budget submitted by the Who 
and What Corrittec, after months of very careful study of the ontire 
Association, and voted upon by the Board. -end the electors, in - 


cludes the following recommendation relative to the Branch: 
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I. Recormsiondations on Progran and Budgot 

A. Since there is necd for continucd treining and develop- 
ment cf loadership omong the Necro girls and women of 
Nowark it is at this tine essenticl thet the work of the 
Branch be cerricd forwsrd ect its present strength to cle 
low frocãon for such develppricnt with continucda end one 
lerged cooperation and participation betweon groups at 
the Brench and ct Central. 

Too long we heve used "oh tho world owes re a living" as a the» 
song. As wo blithcly sing the werld gocs on - cwing us a living... 
Our najor objective for the Brench is to đotornino whet kind o 8 
living is necded and how we gc about convincing the world that this 
is an inportant unpaid debt and helping devise eons of cancelling it, 

Translating this in terms of our own Brench of the Young Womens 
Christicn associaticn it resolves itsolf into creasing erroneous i- 
degs in the comunity; acquiring oxtensive knowledge of the Associc- 
tion; studying Nowark's needs and developing 2 progran that will con- 
tincusly be designed prinarily to nect the needs of Negro wonen end 
girls. We have a vision of what the ¥. W. C. A. enn be in Newark and 
we ore working hernonicusly tcowerd it. 

The 305 wonen end girls who peid neuberships last mort is a 
high point in the yenr's achicverncnts but roprescnts nuricricelly only 
a third cf these scrved regularly by the Branch. Nevertheless on 
the besis of an ostinntod Negro community of 42,000 “we believe that 
a paid ricnbership of 1,000 would be nere repvresontative. However , 
we nust take into ecnsideration thet the sreator percentage of the 
Negro population are recent nonbers of - or offspring of a Simple, 
rural, Southern comunity hastily transplanted into a ccriplex, urban 


Northern city end ere not yet oricntecd to their presont social set- 


13 
ting. We offor then the Y. W. C. A. and its progran but how rapidly 
can we cxpect thei to assinilate it - and pay for it? 

Special attention is being given the young crployod WOrlan.e 
According to our 1930 census the Negro population in Newark is a 
youth group. The scope of our progre is limited because of staff 
but with the assistance of an interested comiittee we are devclop- 
ing among young woen "ep appreciation of their role as workers, m 
understending cf their future in the work world, their relationship 
with cthcr workers and cocrdinating their progren with thet of the 
Netional Y. W. C. A. 

Se cre cognizant of the geps in cur porgran with young wonen, 
At present the many girls in household ermloynent have no designa- 
ted part in it. We are also concerne about the thousands of girls 
between the ages of 16 and 21 who are out of school, unable to se- 
cure enploynent end spending their leisure in questionable places. 
Our wajor enphasis for 1940 will be on this group. 

Belicving thet the agencies working with adolescent girls in 
the Negro comunity were too few «and thet a further reduction in 
services would sericusly curtail the development of Negro womanhood, 
the Boerd of Trustees voted to continuc the Girl Reserve progran at 
the Brench in spite of being forced, duc to a shortege of funds, to 


drop this phase of thcir work. 


x 
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Establishing democratic ideals end practicing deriocratic 
nethods begins ot an early ege in the Y. We Ce Aw Through Girl Re- 
serve Clubs we find grade, junior and senior high school girls 
learning to plan and carry out their ideas - an exporicnce thet 
proves valuable in necting everydey problems. Their progren in- 
terests include those that ere of vital importance to every teen age 


girl - health, Negro history, boy and girl relations, vocations and 


14 
interesting weys of spending her leisure time. Groups in music, 
dranetics, handicraft, cooking «as woll as regular busincss nect -= 
ings ere under the cuidence of club advisors cr experts in the veri- 
ous ficldés. These edult lecders sicct regularly to discuss club cend 
individual problers, techinques of group work snd how these my be 
applied to their respective groups. It is vastly importent fer the 
club advisor to have à knowledge of the individuels in the club thus 
developing 2 progran besed on the needs end interests of the members. 

Two :injer trends are significant in tho Girl Reserve Departucnt 
thoir expanding interest in all-Associntion retivitics and the in- 
crecsing omphasis on being Y. W. De A. cicmbers. Boing ablo to dis- 
play a ricnbership enrd and urge other girls to pay the fifty cents 
menibership fee is a now and satisfying expericncee. No group has par- 
ticivatcd nore actively in raising the special Furniture Fund than 
our junior nonbers whose contributions ranged fro: 32.00 to $70.68 = 
per club. 

Beceuse our Girl Resorve Secretary is on a ten month contract 
we have no swricr progran et the Brench so swmer cenp fills the wed 
for e few of the cirls. 1939 wes the second year the Branch perti- 
cipated in the joint cauping progran with the orango and Montclair 
Y. We. C. Ae Foes for ng of our gifls arc supplied by the Newerk 
Evening News Fund. Tho vicney necessery for membership in the Inter- 
Association Ce:m Corruittee is raiscå by the Girl Reserve Comnittec. 
They also supplica sone cermeorships. 

Horlth Education is the infent in cur fanily. Duc to the cxcel- 
lent ccoporntion with tho departucnt eat Central it is develoning 
steedily. Activities have been besed on the interests of women and 
girls snd heve included elsssos in beskotball, tennis, reducing cx- 


corcisos nä swiming., A voriodic oxenination by a Ye We Ce Ae 
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physicien is required end results of the exazinations are discussed 
with the girls individuclly. 

Good health habits, skills and techniques are toveloped through 
this procren. 

For generations we havo wished, preyed ang sung - “showers of 
bihossing's we necd". Herve we recognized them in the form of curmnt 
social lccislation - health insurance, unciployncnt insurance, old 
age security end housing. The particular blessing we have to be 
thankful for is the $14,000,000 hcusinr project soon to be a reality. 
What hes thet to do with the Sojourner Truth Branch Ye We De A8 

First, - The Y. W. C. 4. is elnost equidistant fron two of the 
proposed projects. 

Second, - No recreational leadership is to be proviced for ten- 
ants clthouch space is being alloted for clubs and othor gatherings. 

Third, - The managers of the projects will depend on arencics 
such as ours for londership. 

Fourth, - If agency budgets are already inndequate from whence 
coreth our help? 

If wo face this as a problem now we nay be prevared to fit into 
the recreational plan when the buildings are rendy for occupancy anda 
già in the pursuit for lifc, liberty, ond happiness. 

The continucd joint activitics betweon the Industrial Depart- 
ment eat Central snd clubs at tho Brench heve set a coal for others 
to achieve. 

Last fell narkod the inecption cf intcrest between the Branch 
and the Business Girls’ Denertzicnt and the extension of projects 
with the Health Education Depertiont. 

Miss Elisabeth Recors, Generel Secrctary, and Mrs. Edwerd =, 


Rhodes, presicent of the Bonrd of Trustces and as ronresentatives of 
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the Genernl Adninistration are as interested in the devclopnent of 
the Breach as anyone in the Negro community end cooperative to the 
nth degree. May I clso mention Mrs. Robert Bentley end Mrs. Jd. de 
Bridres for thcir long hours spent in helping us get settled during 
the cxtreme bert of July cand Aucust. 

Working with cur Board of Trustees has been en elevating and 
challenging expcricnee. They arc en understending, sympathetic, not 
patrenizing croup of wonon, Through ¢reup action sand individual co- 
operrticn we saw the “building of a fcllowship" thet superseded all 
meteriel echicvericnts. 

Our own Cormittes -f Menarenent, of which Mrs. Una Jenifer is 
cheirnan, hes shown whet can hesren when woricn underst-nd and be- 
lieve in the things they sre doing. Fron nany idets has cone one 
the present Sojourner Truth Branch Y. W. C. A. - and nerkeā `indivi- 
duel crowth. Without then this report weuld not bca 

With decpest sincerity I express uy appreciation to the Brench 
stoff who heve aecormpanied uc (though sonetines doubtfully) on ny 
imeacinative flights. To the Netional Youth Adiinistraticn we are h- 
debted for several of cur workers. They arc a part of the bBErench- 
"fanily" ena shere our interest in the | growth of the Y. W. C.A. 
"DPE 

Our cutlook on life hrs been lichtcned by the addition of a 
clericsl worker to the steff snd brichtcned by cur present nethod of 
keeping the building clean. 

articulerly do I want to ceall attention to the excellent work 
of our Girl Reserve Secretary, Mrs. Lendonie Merrow, who fron Sep- 
tonber l, 1937, whcn we donned housedresses and dust ecaps to give 
Sojourner “Truth a thorough cleaning to Jenucry 17, 1940 bes been 


closer than a shadow in every underteking. 


Ki 
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We highly prize our relationship with the Newark ‘Co:riunity Chest 
nnd other arencies in Newerk - the loaning and borrowing of meager 
equipzient; the sharing of ovorworked anc inadequate steff; the Lift* 
in solving a mutual problem ena the reeornition cf the role of cach 
aconey in helping the Negro adjust to the city of Newerk and the 


white men to understand ‘hin os en important Aicricrn citizen. 


Respectfully sub:itted, 


Exccutive Secretary 


Jenuery 17, 1940 


